introduction to the first edition of this book made the following observations: its purpose is to provide a concise account of some of the methods and general principles that form the basis of pharmacological experimentation. Books of this sort are rare and by no means easy to write because pharmacology, more than most natural sciences, lacks a well-established theoretical foundation. However, facts and observations alone without theoretical basis cannot assist in the true advancement of a subject; it will eventually get bogged down. One of the useful aspects of this book is that it contains a number of worked-out examples, which will help to translate theory into practice. The second edition of the book was published in 1984 by the same publisher. After a gap of 20 years, the third edition of the book appeared in a new format with thoroughly revised and updated chapters on Receptors and a number of Evaluation techniques. 
